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Chiles strikes back vs. Trojans

Derstine, Eppinger lead 'Wolves

By David Sáez
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER 
Going into a scoreless halftime Tuesday night, Chiles High boys' soccer coach Craig Bultmann talked to his players about passing the ball sooner from midfield rather than dribbling it an extra two or three times.

That little change made all the difference for the Timberwolves, 2-1 winners over District 2-5A rival Lincoln.

It was a quick lead pass from senior forward Nathan Derstine at midfield to Stephen Eppinger that gave the Timberwolves a 1-0 lead.

Eppinger picked it up from the right side of the goal, dribbled it about 19 yards and shot it to the left side of the goal at 29:24 in the second half.

"We were trying to play it in the first half, but it was two or three touches late," Bultmann said. "It just wasn't happening fast enough."

Not only did the score give Chiles the lead, but it seemed to enliven the Timberwolves (8-2-1 overall record, 4-1-1 in district play) and give them the boost they needed to produce more scoring opportunities.

Conversely, that goal caused Lincoln's defense to unravel enough that it allowed a second goal.

"I was happy with our first half order-wise," Lincoln coach Santiago Molina said. "I was not happy in the second half because we lost our little order as soon as they scored that goal."

Before a crowd of about 150 people at Chiles, Derstine and Eppinger then switched roles. This time it was Derstine who received the pass from Eppinger and rolled it beyond the reach of Lincoln goalkeeper Terry Schneggenburger, who had come charging at Derstine.

"I think we definitely hustled, and we played together," Derstine said. "I think we out-worked them."

Lincoln (6-2-1, 2-1-1) was certainly out-shot by Chiles. The Timberwolves totaled 27 shots and 12 on goal, while the Trojans had 12 and eight. The inability to formulate more offensive opportunities cost Lincoln. The Trojans' lone goal was scored on a penalty kick by Cesar Vera at the 15:52 mark in the second half.

Much of the muzzling of Lincoln's offense had to do with Chiles shutting down Lincoln's leading scorer and last year's All-Big Bend Player of the Year sophomore forward Jarrod Ingram.

"That right now is one of our biggest problems - generating more offense for the other guys and relying way too much on getting the ball to Jarrod," Molina said.

While Ingram has scored 12 goals this season, none have come against the Timberwolves.

The Timberwolves' victory counters a 2-1 win Lincoln had over Chiles earlier in the season. But even with both teams spliting the regular-season series, it's how the teams do in the district tournament that matters most.

The tournament that decides who advances to the postseason won't come until late January.
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