Frohlich embraces captaincy
Chiles gets extra leadership from junior forward
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Craig Bultmann never hesitated. 

Before the season, the Chiles boys soccer coach knew he needed a second captain. He knew he needed another player, along with senior Steven Weeks, who his young Timberwolves would respect and follow. 
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The obvious choice was Eric Frohlich. Even though he was still just a junior and had played just one season on varsity, the head coach knew captain material when he saw it. 

"This is the first time I've ever had a junior captain," said Bultmann, whose team will take on Niceville tonight in the first round of the state tournament. "And he's done a great job for us. He's a great leader. 

"And I pretty much knew he was going to be one of the captains coming into the season." 

Frohlich didn't however, and admits he was caught a bit off-guard when his head coach told him the news during preseason conditioning. But after taking a moment to digest his new title, Frohlich immediately went to work. 

"Right then I knew I had to step up and be a leader," Frohlich said. "I knew I couldn't slack off, starting right then with conditioning." 

Asked why he thought he was such an easy choice for captain, the honor-roll student (with a 4.2 GPA) showed a self-deprecating sense of humor. 

"Well, I was the only returning starting defender," Frohlich said with a laugh. "So he didn't have many options." 

Well that, and he's a pretty good player, too. 

Bultmann moved Frohlich up to center midfielder and forward for the 2007-2008 season and the talented junior has responded. He's the second leading goal-scorer for the Timberwolves (15-6-5) with 11 and has added six assists. 

Overall, it's been a smooth transition for Frohlich, who scored just one goal last season. 

"It's been a pretty big change," he said. "Definitely for that first game, I don't know if I was nervous but I felt more pressure on myself. Last year I was playing right back. This year I'm the captain, playing center-mid. 

"So it was definitely more pressure." 

And more fun. 

"Oh yeah, a lot more," Frohlich said. "I definitely have more of an impact now." 

Which is of course how it should be for a captain. 

