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Soccer always been there for Chiles' Weeks
Sport has been best friend to senior, no matter where he has lived

By Corey Clark 
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER 
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When he was growing up in a foreign land, 7,000 miles from where he was born, soccer was there for Steven Weeks. 

When he returned to the United States as a multi-lingual eight-year-old, it was there. 

And when he enrolled at Chiles High School as a freshman, it was there. 

Since before he can even remember, the sport has been a part of his life. 

"My dad tells me that once I started walking the only thing I would say is, 'kick ball, kick ball,'" Weeks said with a laugh. 

That ball has followed Weeks everywhere he's gone since he took his first steps as a toddler. And those steps were taken in a rather unique place. 

The Chiles senior lived the first eight years of his life in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly known as Zaire) with his missionary parents, who worked in two separate hospitals during Steven's stay in Africa. 

So quite obviously, Weeks' childhood was a tad different from the ones his current teammates experienced. It was one most of his friends couldn't even imagine. 

"We'd have monkeys come in and steal apples out of our closet sometimes," Weeks said. 

During his life in the Congo, the country was ravaged by a civil war that was sparked by a huge influx of refugees fleeing the genocide in neighboring Rwanda. 

Though Weeks was shielded from the fighting going on in other parts of the country, he still remembers a few tense times during those early years. 

"One day at school we were out on the playground and they started dropping bombs," Weeks said. "It wasn't right over us, but it was very close. Everyone heard it and freaked out. We'd have to stay in school long hours after school was over because there would be troops on the road. We couldn't do anything. I was definitely scared at different points. 

"But for the most part, I didn't see a whole lot of that." 

When he was eight, Weeks and his family moved back to the States, back to Alabama. Then shortly thereafter they moved to Tallahassee when his mom, Julia, found a job practicing medicine in nearby Thomasville. 

When he arrived here almost a decade ago, Weeks didn't know a soul in Florida. All of his friends were on another continent and he spoke two other languages (French and the African dialect Lingala) just about as well as he spoke English. 

He was nervous about going to an American school and nervous about how he would fit in. 

But that soccer ball was there for him. Just like it had always been. 

"Oh absolutely," Weeks said. "It definitely helped me (make friends)." 

He is now the senior captain for the Timberwolves, who are 12-4-4 on the season. He is also one of the team's top players — his 10 goals on the year are tied for the team high and his 24 total points are second on the squad, behind Eric Frohlich. 

"He's one of the best players that's come through here," Chiles head coach Craig Bultmann said. "He controls the middle of the field for us. He does a really good job. We actually use his speed to play out of the back a lot. And he's doing a great job for us." 

His play for the Timberwolves has sparked interest from a number of soccer programs around the Southeast. The honor-roll student, who has a weighted grade-point average over 4.0, said he is looking at "small schools with good academic programs that also have solid soccer teams." 

He lists Mercer University (Ga.), Berry College (Ga.) and Wofford College (S.C.) as three distinct possibilities for his future home. 

But Weeks admits now that playing in college was not a goal when he first started in the Chiles program. 

"It really wasn't," he said. "I just wanted to play soccer to be honest with you." 

Which is what he's always wanted to do. No matter what country he happened to be living in. 

